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¢nf you close your eyes, listen to what
ﬂ the Chinese are saying about Mao,
and substitute “Comrade Stalin® for ‘Com-
rade Mao,” you'll have some idea of what
it was like in our time.” So writes the
world’s most celebrated unperson, for-
mer Soviet Premicr Nikila Sergeyevich
Khrushehey, in the first installment of his
ccollected reminiscences which will ap-
pear this week in Life and nineteen
forcign magazines and newspapers. As
promoted by Life, Khrushichev’s recollec-
_tions constitute a historic document—the
first such account by a Soviet leader-
since Leon Trotsky lifted the Kremlin’s
veil more than a generation ago. But if
the document has stirred worldwide in-
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Whether “Khrushchev  Remembers”
amounts to recollections, reminiscences
or just a highly sclective Khrushchev
sampler, perhaps nothing about the doc-
ument is more revealing than the story
- of how it was compiled and transmitted
in the first place. Appareatly the key

ous Russian journalist named Victor
Touis, who writcs from Moscow for
London’s Jsvening News and is widely
believed to do frequent chores for the
KGB. Louis has served as u secret litor-
ary agent before, most notably in

clumsy Russion attempt to undercut the
impact in the West of Svetlana Alliluye-
va's book, “Iwenty Letters to a Iriend.”
This time, Louis (who pre-
sumably would not be frec to
make a deal of such magnitude
without express KGB approv-
al) took part or all of the
Khrushchev  recollections  to
the elegant Hotel d’Angleterre
in Copenhagen during the last
weck in August. There lic met

Time-Life News Service, an
Jerrold Schecter, Lifc’s Mos-
cow correspondent, to com-
plete the arrangements for the
controversial publication.
Translator: To organize the
inchoate mass of material
(which was code-named “The
Jones Project”™) Life then en-
listed a 23-ycar-old American
Rhodes scholar named Strobe
Talbott, who is studying at
‘Magdalen College, Oxlord. A
former chairman of the Yale
Daily News, Talbott
worked last year in Lifc’s
Moscow bureau. To allay any
doubts among potential cus-
tomers about the volume’s au-
thenticity, Life hired DBritish
Sovictologist and Khrushchev biographer
Edward Crankshaw to asscss the cor
tents in'a long introduction. Ilis belief in
the veracity of the recollections was a
clinching argument in Life’s sales pitch,
yet even Crankshaw admitted: “My own
personal decision as to its authenticity
had to be based on the evidence of a
Russian typescript and nothing clse at
all.” In the event, Life was able to sell
the serialization to such prestigious news
organizations as The Times of London,
Irance-Soir and Der Stera (which paid
$150,000 for the German rights). All in
all, it is estimated that Time Inc. stands
to gross more than $1 millien on the deal.
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Khrushchev and Stalin: ‘Something siclc®

terest, it has set off radiating waves of
controversy and speculation as well, For
“Khrushchev Remembers,” like Church-
ill's often-quoted description of Russia
itself, scems very much a riddle wrapped
in a mystery inside an cnigma. )

. The editors” of Life are, of course,
convinced that they have the real thing.
But Khrushchev himself has publicly
denied involvement, and there are some
Western Soviet specialists who belicve
him. These experts contend that there is
strong evidence pointing to the fact that
the whole project was concocted by
Sovict intclligence—specifically by the
so-called “Disinformation Departinent”
of the KGB--from the vast bulk of the
former Premier’s statements and wril-
‘ings, and perhaps fromi taped private

lifs doubts, however, other Western ob-
servers have not. “It looks very likely,”
conversations as well. Tiven Life, in an  said one, “that the material they have -is
elaborate, 28-page prospectus drawn up  a KGB production compiled and issued

figure in the negoliations was a mysteri- L
'\}éw fresh insights.

unquestionably

with Murray Gart, chicl of th%e‘/

burned. “Napolcon, or someone,
had I )

If Crankshaw managed to submerge
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of the man himsell.,” But if this is the
case, what guarantce can therc be that
nuances, motives and accounts of cvents
themselves have not been significantly
changed from what the author really in-
tended to say?

That question must remain, at least for
the time being, unanswered. What can
be said with some cerlainty, however, is
that “Khrushchev Remembers” conlains
“What is miissing,”
admits Crankshaw, “is any sort of account
of the power struggle inside the Kremlin -
which ended in [Khrushchev’s] victory
and his subscquent defeat.” Instead, the
reminiscences flesh out an already well-

)lccll/\own portrait of Stalin. “Stalin’s rule . . .

amaged the fabric of our Soviet socie-
ty,” the serialization begins, “There was
something  sick  about
Stalin.” R .

Vignettes: There are, in the fust in-
stallment, some devastating vignettes of
Stalin’s court. “Once [Stalin] turned to
[Nikolai] Bulganin [who later became So-

viet Premier] to say somecthing, but

couldin’t remember  his name. Stalin
looked at him intensely and said: You,
there, what’s your name?” ‘Bulganin,” he
answered, ‘Of course, Bulganin,” said
Stalin, ‘that’s what I was going to say’”
At another point, Khrushchev recalls:
“We were leaving Stalin’s after dinner
one night and Bulganin said, “You come
to Stalin’s table as friend, but you never
know if youll go home yourself or if

you'll be given a ride to prison’.”

-In the sccond installment, which will
appear next week, Khrushchev recounts
his wartime experiences. At Stalingrad,
after the epic Russian triumph, the Ger-
man dead could not be buried in the fro-
zen ground and the bodies had to be
said
that burning enemy corpses smelled
good,” Khrushchev recalls. “I don’t agree.
It was a very unpleasant smell, and al-
together a very unpleasant scene,”

The Fall: Installment three details Sta-
lin’s death and the fall of scecret police
chief Lavrenti Beria, who was arrested
within the Xremlin by other Soviet lead-
ers in one of the most dramatic confron-
tations in all of Russian political history.

In the final installment (which will ap-

pear in a longer version overseas), Khru-

shchev becomes a paramount figure on
the world stage, and his refllections now
take on a more cosmopolitan character.

“My experiences with [Yugoslav Com- '
munist chief Josip Broz] Tito showed me

that there are dilferent ways of building
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socialism,” Khrushchev writes. “There is
no single model which f{its all countries.

To think that is just plain stupid.” Predict-

ably, Khrushchev has few nice things to
say about Mao Tse-tung. “I remember
when I came back from China in 1954, I
told my comrades: ‘Conflict with China is
incvitable.” During my visit to Peking
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